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DISTINOUISTED UNIT CITATION--is authorized by Executive Order 93869 (Sec I,
‘¥D Bull 22, 1943). sunerseding Executive Order No 8075 (Seec III, VD Bull 11, 1942)
‘gnd under the provisions of parncroph 24 (1), Section 17, Ciraulsr We 353, 1D 1943,
mnd lettor, Headowarters United Steatss Army Stretogis Air Torceg file G 200,86,
subiect: "Distinguished Unit Bad-c," dated 11 Cebtobur 1945, and parsgroph 4, %En-
tion I, General Crders 1, Pacific iir Cormmnd, United Stetes irmy, 25 Decenber
1945, (Clussificd). the follewing wnits nre cited for oulstending performance of
duty in sction opainst the encmy: i
~ The 4€2nd Bembardrent Group (VH) is eited for outsianding performance of
“duty in nrred econfliot with the onery during the pericd 25-29 May 1945, During
‘this period the final strikes ~gringt the heavily defended Tolgyo and Yokechanma
industrial sreas wore cerriad ouk, completing the destruection of *he wilitarily
importont seetions of those cities. S8Striking in groot force bwice within o 48
hour period on 23 lby 1946 and 25 Yoy 1945, the courageous orews of tie <62nd
Bombardrnont Group (V) oontributod meter ally o the deatructien of 2221 squarc
riles of vital industrial arce in Tokyo, brincins to 56,3 square miles the total
oyor devaskatod in this, ono of *he werld's larrest cities. Threo days leter,
on 29 Moy 1945, this rroup portdcimsted in a bold daylisht cttnek on Yokohame
which reduced to rubblc 6.9 sguare miles of stretegienlly dmportant industrial
arca, The affect of thaso thres missions uson Japenssc ability Yo wmge var
ez immeasurstle, and tho less do the Japengse in morsle wes a sbagpering one,
Tn spite of the fetimmine noture ot the long, hozurdous, over-woder flightas
and tho rrpidity with whioh thase niszions were oonducted, the erews exhibited
an unwrvering spirit of willinsmess to perferm their tosks., On all missions they
braved intense snd roeourete snti-airer<®™ fire. ore than 75 agoressive enewy
fighturﬁ‘wcra enosimtered by airer«ft of the 452nd Bowbardmont Group on these
thres missions, but the eallent oruws proszcd on to tholr targets, destroying
fiftcen of the ntt-cking airer £t ard probadly destroying three, Durinz this
momentous perind, the pround peorsonmcl worked stoadily thronghout the dsy and
nisht, determined to zct » meximm nurber of thelr cireraft in the best possible
mechicnical sondition for each of these threc missions, Their conspisucus effort
togother with the hiph skill snd determination of oo gallant gir eruwa reflects
prest oredit on the 4Znd Borbsrdwont Group cau the Armod Yerces of the United
stﬂﬁﬂ'gr -
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